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such a feature of preaching home-spinning to Indians ? Is it because you hold
that India's economic dependence contributes to its political dependence?"
Gandhi declared without hesitation:
Absolutely, when Indians were spinning and weaving their
own cotton, they were well off and happy. From the day on which
they attempted to sell their cotton to Lancashire, and buy their
cloth from Lancashire, they have become increasingly lazy and
poor, 85 per cent of India's population loafs now for 4 months
in the year. Foreign cloth has made a nation of idlers and
beggars. The charkha (spinning-wheel) will restore to the villager
not only prosperity, but also self-respect and hope. For the last
fifty years Indians have been losing hope. The charkha is a
symbol of a new life which will save them from despair.
Then you put home-spinning even above the crying need of elementary
education of your masses?
Why should I wait for my country to be educated in the
European sense, before saving it from starvation ? Do you know
that at least one-third of our 350,000,000 are chronically underfed ?
They want bread and butter before education. Besides, it is open
to question whether Western education would benefit Indians any
way. We were happy and prosperous in the old days, without
education. We are wretched and poor today, amidst all the
vaunted blessings of English civilization. No, I find no difficulty
in spreading my gospel of the charkha through lack of understand-
ing. The illiterate villagers welcome the spinning-wheel like a ray
of heavenly hope. It is the shortage of trained instructors which
hampers our propaganda.
I asked Mr. Gandhi whether he considered the Indian masses ripe for
Home Rule.
Certainly, for that kind of Home Rule which I understand
under swaraj. But nobody, not even the English people, can
"give" us swaraj. We can only give it to ourselves. Home Rule,
on the pattern of the Australian or Canadian constitutions, is not
swaraj. Still, it will be infinitely superior to our present state of
servitude. If Britain is unwilling to give to us complete indepen-
dence, I would welcome and accept Home Rule. And I say
India is certainly able to enter the British community of nations
on that footing.
What is your answer to the generally accepted theory of the advocates
of the present political system that India could not rule herself because of the